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judgment, under any manner of improvement,
could fall into; things unworthy of God, nay, un-
worthy of men. Hence they made their Jupiter,
though they called him the father of gods and
men, a horrid picture of ungoverned lust, a ravager
of the world, ravishing innocence and virtue, trans-
forming himself into divers shapes, to obtain his
vicious desires; as into a white bull, to carry away
Europa; into a golden shower, to fall into the lap
of Danae, and the like. Here is the picture of in-
fallible human judgment! Wonder no more that at
last it carried them all headlong into the arms of the
Devil, and not only to be ignorant of the worship of
the true God, but to pay the homage they owed to
their Maker, to him who was their destroyer and
enemy.

Thus Numa, with all his sincerity and piety, re-
solved all his ideas into a confused mass of idola-
trous ceremonies, adorning the priests, forming new
orders and degrees of his clergy; and, in a word,
drawing a scheme of pompous paganism; establish-
ing games, and inhuman fightings of gladiators,
races and exercises for sport, in honour of the
gods: besides crowding the city with temples and
altars, to innumerable and unknown deities; so
that, in a word, after he had acknowledged that
there was a supreme power, a God of all the earth,
a great first cause of life, and to whom all homage
was due, I say, after all these sublime ideas, he yet
sunk down into the grossest of all idolatries, the
worshipping imaginary gods, deifying the stars of
heaven, and offering sacrifices, building temples,
dedicating priests, and making vows to stocks and
stones, the work of their own fingers, and the idols
of their own brain.

Will any one think we wrong the pagan institu-
tions, much less the institutors, to say, that the
Devil had a finger in all this ? Does not Satan in
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